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ABSTRACT 

There are three main reasons vhy reading research has 
n6t iiad a stronger influence on what \aoes on in schools. The first 
Ceacon is the powerful impact of socialxforces such as the bandvagon 
Effect, the pendulum swing, and the prevad^lng climate of opinion. 
Ihese factots determine to an unfortunately^arge degree whether or 
vot particular research results will be accept^ as guides to 
practice. The second reason the impact of reading C€search on 
practice is limited is that the lines of communication between 
researcher and praCtition<%r ar^not open. The third reason t'be 
potential effect of research op practice is diminished is that much 
of the published research on reading^ is of quite limited value. This 
paper recommends that several research studies be done on current 
controversial issues, including perceptual and perceptual-motor 
training, teaching reading skills, and training deficient abilities. 
It is suggested that a major service to the improvement of reading 
instruction would be to make all authoritative summaries of research 
acc^csible through widely published annotated bibliographies and 
Federal programs such a^ ERIC. (TS) 
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pfucnciL APPUcmoNs or rbaddig risiarch 

(l.K.k. K«y I'f* 1975) 



Roooiitoh in rooding has boon folng on for noarly a oontvryt 
and aoro roaoA*^ is dono on roading than aigr othor omrrloolar aroat 
noro than on all othor oorrioular aroaa togoUior« Tbo wat roooat 
annual wKmauxj of roading roaoaroh In RtfttM Rtf^^nft^ftf^ ^''^ 
ooTorod 369 ItiMf a traMndoua mabor of roporto* Tot roading roooardf 
ofton falls to havo tlio iapaot on praotioo that It and ahould* 

Nov idoas in roading saaotiJMs mako groat hoadnay vlth no si^sportlng 
rosoaroh or vlth a tory shaky and unoonvinolng roaoaroh baso* 

This papor vill flvst oonsidar roadons idiy roading i^ooaroh has not 
had a groator inflvaaoo on praotioo* It vill thon dosoribo otopo that 
ou^t to bo Itakon and stops that aro boing takon to laoroaso tho praotioal 
iapaot of rosoaroh on roading praotioos* 

nioro aro throo sain roasons lAij roading rosoar^ has not had a strongor 
influonoo on vhat goos on ii^ sohools* Tho first of thoso is tho povorfal 
Inpaot of soolal foroos saoh as tho bandvagon offoott tho pandultvi svlngt 
and tho provailing ollMto of opinion* 

Tho bandvagon offoot is voU knovn in politios* In a tlao of vida* 
sproad dlaaatisfaotion a nov alogan can qvloklj attract a anall follovlng» 
OTon if untriod and nntoatod* If thoso sopportors aro onthnaiastio and 
■ako sttffioiont noiso thoy can oroato tho laproasion that a groat and 
glorioua ohango la gotting startod* Attontlon fraa tho aass sodia oan 
aooolorato tho proooaa* A mah oan dsrolop to bo anong tho firat to > 
JoiA» and aa othora obsorro tho rapid grovth of tho aovwont that also 
Mgr fool iMpoUod to Jimp on tho bandvagon* 

Sdaoation haa had ita sharo of bandvagon offoots* MLthin tho past 
tvD daoadoa thoro havo boon tho rush to roilso soionoo toaohlng aftor 
Sputnikt tho no^gradod aohoolt torn toaohlng* tho froo aohoolt and tbo 
opon aohool* to naao Just a fov* Most of thoso had not ahow oloar 
suporiori^ oiror vhat had prooodod than boforo thay voro roooMondod 
for vidasproad adoption* Tryout undar fatorablo oondltiona had dMon- 
stratod that thoy oould vork* Bvt hov thay ^ typioal 

aohoola* vlth varying tooohora and Tariona groups of pupils* had usually 
not boon dotondnod* Saloaanship prooodod rosoaroh* 
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OlTm a bMidmcon •oviiwnt, it ia alaoat inafitabla that a p«adal« 
sidag Mill dav^p. Tha nav idaa baooaaa aara and aora papular, than doubta 
about it ariaa, aad a trand awaj trm it bagiaa. 



Muij of tha nav Movwanta «hioh ara eurrant In adueation hata paraaaalTa 
rationalaa, but hara UtUa in tha way of raaaaroh •"Vport. In a JuaU 
ralaaaad volvna on aaw ^lya of dMdiag with indlrldual diflaraaoaa, 
Mieha*l Soilvan (a philoaophor) aiaarta that aaoh ■oT^anta aa paokagad 
iadiTidoaliiad laaming ayatma, oaipataBq7<«aaad taaohar traloinc, 
bahavioral abjao^.Taa, epiUrioii-rafaranoad taatlng, raaauroa oantwra, 
and paaponaiTa aaviroMita hava baan pwwotad prtearily on tha baaia of 
noWlty, tha poaiUva lapliaationa of tha mTVMnt'a ""•f^J^^'f*/'^ 
aponaoring groapa and indiTidnala, gotajmiMnt foada for aiparlMBta]. 
i«pl«Matation, and andaraMt by P^pl« «lth praatigaaua naaaa, rathar 
than on tha baaia of aolid awanaUva atadiaa. Ba oaUa for an attitada 
of oeol and akaptioal caution raganUng innovationa until thara ia 
aaUaf aoto«y atldanea on uhat thay can and aanat aoampUah. Ha paiti- 
ottlarly daploraa tha paadulun aaing. "It ia tha aatraiMBa of «a(tteority, 
tha aroda olook that aarka our loat ehanoaa of prograaat aadf I tldnK, 
of aumval. Oaoa aa hava aound up thia graat angina, with all tha faroaa 
of faahian aad f addULai, it ia na aaay taak to alow it dam, to gat Ita 
oadanoa into atap with tha laatnaanta that iwaaura quaU^r. Tha olo*k 
tioka on, aad aaraMnta ooaa aad go to ita boat.* (Jt2t P*«X)} 



Ona affaat af tha landalw awlngia that oftaa IPfWtJoa ahifta froa 
ona uadaairaKla orar^iaphaala to aa a^ aora ^m, 
ohaaga which aay hava origlaally baaa baaad oa aoaa '''^^^^J^ 
JrSrIS to « «ttr«a STJS^ad what 

tha idaa that worda caa ba racagaiaad aa i*alaa, which ^^^^IT^^* ^ 
la tha aarly aja-aDv«Mnt aad taohiatoacapa atuiiaa, waa oarrtad la wm» 
^SLTtTtha artr«a of forblddlag tjiiahara to t^P^^^^^ 
SoM of iy atwdanta ia tha l9lK>»a, i«ian I would anoauraga thjato la^uda 
MM phiSca laatructioa ia thair raadiag aotinUaa, 
th^ Sdao, thay would gat ia troubla with thair aohool V^J^'rJ^^^ 
whTtaaght ^^aiaa fait Ilka aduaatloaal baotlaggara. 
1960»atha ayataaatlo taachlag of dacodiag akUla baoaaa faahlaaahla agaia. 

Aaothar pandulta awlag haa takan plaea with ragard to IQ tMta. 

mar Vbrld Ukr I, group IQ taata aaaa lato tary «^ *fi!!!?I^!IL«i«-d 
aahaala. It waa widaly baliafad that tha IQ waa coaaUat, aai.^ 

by haradity, aad an a«*Uant pradlator of ham mOx and ^/^^ • «^ 
^laara. Oraada^ raaaaroh raraalad that toa IQwi^ 
aara aadifiabla by aBfi»i«ant, aad laaa aoourato ia pradfcattag Jaandag 
thaa had baaa aappoaad. But it took tha aaolia oaaaarna tha , 
diaadraatagad wSah e«a to tha fora ia tha I960* a to carry *}J PT^Sr 
awlag to aa undaairabla axtraaa. Ia at laaat ana grant dty (iaw larit) 
thauaa af graup IQ toata waa fortAddte la tha achoola avan far purely 
raaaarah purpaaaa auch aa tha aquatloa of ^•p«rt«|«tal «d •»« 

whan tha ^to would aot ba oo-wiAcatad to achaoljp^^^ 
aatarad an acfaael racorda. Thia pandolw ia atlll awinging, and it la 
riaky to pradlct #iara it wUl ba tan yaara fwa i»w. 
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k third Mp«et of th« aeaial foro«a that influtno* •dnoation is th* 
l»«irf«a. •ffMt of tho proTOiliiig dllMto of ojdnlon, tho optrit of tho 
tlms or Zilt—lrt, Uidn 0. Boringt tho ftiotorion of pqMMlogy, hM 
pointod out that mm pqrehelogieol dlMovorios had no offoot or InfLuMioo 
for a goaoration or tw, and than noro rooogniMd as haviag bosa major 
ooatribtttioas. yHtm rosoardi rosults nm oovntor to tha prorailing 
orthodox thagr wqr dladssod as i&Talid» or Jttst ignorod. liioii tho p«n* 
daim swings and tho oUaato of oiplnioB ahifts* tho prmfiovuH^ noglootod 
rosidts Mgr bo rosurrootod or rodisooTorod. Joanna Qudl (5) has 
•sphasiaod tha inportanoo of tho oliaata of opinion on tha rooopition 
of rosoardi on boginaing roadlng. 

Thoso faetora, tho baadnagon affoot, tho paadnlin saiugf and tha 
prevailing oUaato of opinion, datondno to an unfortaaataly largo 
dogroo idMthor or not piurtionlar rosoaroh rosults vUl bo aeooptod aa 
goidoa to praotioo* 

Tho soooad aain factor Halting tho lapaot of roading roso^^ on 
praotieo is that tho linoa of oonranioatioa botaoaa ^fosoarehor sad 
praeUtioi^r aro oftaa dova. toadlag rosoaroh ia p wialish a d ia dosaas 
of Jonraala, fow of ubieh aro road by roadiag praotitionora. Booaoso of 
spaoo liaiUtiona and aditorial proforonooa, pidaXishad roperta tand to 
bo uritton in a ooaprossod stylo that ia diffioolt to road, and oftaa 
aaploy toohnioal jargon and statistieal prooodaroa that aro n nfariU a r 
to tho praoUtioaor. Ivaa if a proaotitioaor haa had tho toohni^ 
training to bo ablo to tkndorstand and appraiso rosoaroh roports, ha or 
• sho ttsuiOly doos not haro aithor tho tiao or tho library rosooroos to 
kaop abroast of rosoaroh troads ia this my. 

A third f aotor iddoh dlainishoa tho potontial offoot of roaoaroh on 
praoUoo ia that aoeh of tho publishod rosoaroh on roading ia of quito 
Uaitod Talaa. Aa Caapjboll and Stahloy haTO pointod oat (3)t 
\ rosoarehoa on tho rosults of toadhing havo boaa quaai-mpaiiaoatal 
rathor than truly «9orlaantal ia dosign. liaitations of fttidlng and 
rosouroos hava ofton rosultod in aaall-soalo studios, with unroprosoatatiTo 
popiilationa, oarriod on for too short a tiao, with iaadoqaato aaaaoroa 
of aosttlts, and «ith loss than idoal statisUoal troataaat. Suoh studiaa 
aro usoftil in training rosoaroh uoricers but aro not of aaoh uso in dooiding 
laportant quostions about praotieo. If so aany publiahod stuAios aro 
inadoquato, ono oan hardly bUaa tho praetitionor for looking olsoidioro 
for guidanoo. 

Up to horo, this papor has disoussod a nmibor of raasons «hy rosoaroh 
haa not had aero of an Influonoo on reading praetiooa. Froa horo on, 
•aphasis will bo plaood on uhat oan bo dene to aako tho rosolts of 
rosoaroh aoro uaoful. 

fmmmuNAL on Saao Qurraiit QeatreToraial lasuos 

It haa loQg bean knova that' aoaM loamora do bettor with ono aethod 
of instruetion and eUora do better with a diff eroat aethod. Thia f aot, 
often referred to as "aptitvtde-troataaat iatoraotioa,* foeussos atteatioa 
on finding uhioh aethod ia right for uhieh dhlld, rathor than uhioh is 
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b«st for vnrjorM* WapMn (13) foid muy oth«rt haT* ro o c und id that 
on* shodILd dotomlno tho child** best aptitud* and toaoh tho aothod iddeh 
strossos that aptltuda. In both boglnning roadlng and roiodial lnitrttetlon» 
thla lajplloa that popila with strongor vitoal than aoditezy aptltudoa 
■hould bo ttnght by a priaarily viaual nothod, lidlo theo* id.th atrongor 
auditory aptittados should bo taught bjr a mottaod strossing phonios. That 
so«a8 Tory roasonablo. ^ ' 

In beginning reading, tho best study y*t available, by Helen M. 
Robinson (10), found no r^ation between a child's strongor aptitudo 
(visusl or auditory) and sueeoss in learning to read by a partioolar 
Mthod. Itost ohildren were high in both aptitudes or low in both, or 
avorago in both. The winDrity who had diserepaat aptitudes did not do 
bettev when the aethod aatdhed their higher aptitude. Siailar results 
weiU found by Barbara Bataaaa (1). Perhaps with lapvowed aptitude tests 
the results will be different. Meanwhile, researeh does not,anpp6rt . 
this partieular applieation of the aptitudo-troatsant interaoUon idea. 
Researoh se«is to support the use of a anlti-ssBsory aethod fm which 
the child can select whaterer cues are wet helpfnl to hla in learning 
to identify written or printed words. In regard to rosedial t e ac hin g 
there is insuffieient researoh on thia iasue to decide the question. 

Perceptual njl ftrf mtual^to r TT^Mnfi ^ related issue is the use of 
tests of speoial Abilitiea at the preschool or first grade lewel and 
giving special instruetiott to^rahgthan those abllitiea in which the child 
doea poorly. A ease in point is the use of the iVftiit PaTTltim^^ Ttff*'! 
of Ylsua^. Perception and the 'Frostig-Home teaching ■aterials which give 
practice in the fit* perceptual areas coTorod by the teat. This had a 
tr«Madbus bandwagon effect in the 1960*8 and is still c^iito widely used. 

' '^ere haa been a wealth of research on the Frostig progrm, and oaref^ 
and anthoriUU^e reviews of this research have been prepared by Robinson 
(9) and by Uiederholt and H— m (1^). Those reviewera agree on the 
following oonduaionst 1) the Frostig-Home progrM prodooes iaproved 
scores on the Frostig tests; 2) it saaetiaes but not always prsduoes 
Iaproved reading readineaa sooresi 3) it usually fsils to do better than, 
and aoaetiaes dees not do aa well aa, convaatioaal readineaa and beginning 
reading iastmetion in its effect on reading. 

The Kephard approach was alao widely adopted in the 1960*8, particularly 
in daases for exceptional ohildren. Kephart (7) advocated a variety of 
acti'itiea to proaote sensory-aotor develofaent and perceptual and aotor 
integration. Uoaius (8) analysei aore than 30 a^udtes on the Kephart 
approach. Of the 11 studies which act his standards for aooeptable 
research, aix did not favor the Kofdiart procedures. 

Another careful review covering 76 studies on tho Frostig and Kephart 
prooedurea was issued by n—m, Qoodnan and ULederholt (6) in 197i^. 
^ey oonoludod as followst "The readinoaa akllls of ohildren were iaproved 
in only a few instanooa. Tho effect of traiainff on intelligeaeo and aea* 
daaic achioTHMnt was net dearly dawnstrated. Partiedarly disappointing 
were the fladiaga whloh pertained to the off oeta of suoh training on 
perceptud^tor porfoiaaaco itsdf ... W* have little doubt that any inter- 
eated perten who reads the offieaqy Uteretu^ will conduds that tho vdue 
of peroeptud training, onoeiaUy these pregroM often used in aohoels, 
has not been dearly est^shed. If ho osndudos that s«eh training Xaeka 
solid support, ho aay begin to <iuostioatke pwohaso of attraoUvdy 
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paokag«d Mtsrials lid^ mm MapcnlM off«r tM^rs alAng «Lth 
tOMobttantiAt^d olalM ooaMmlag wr^v Mrits, th» fnoltiM 9t prevld- 
lag pwo»ptml aitor tralalag to all sohMl diildrM in th* mm of 
rooddMos trolnlngt and tho MiMption that a iMk of porooptual-Mtor 
adoquMj eaoaos a oontidoroblo «ovit of Modnie fallwo." 

If tho BoblnwK, Klo«las» axA Him rovlom «»ro mXMlj kaowi, 
thoir offoet on kladorgorton and primary praetlooa wold bo mbirtaiktial. 
Ubat thaj haro ttcm la that porooptaal and porooptual-Mtor praetieo 
that dooa not utiliao voibal ayiibola la of drabtfta valM for roading* 



m. ^, ^A^^^ irmirttn* ;Btho 

idiiic OBO iaaao bootM a bono n m 



ERJC 



aroa of rModial roading oao iaaao booio a bono of ooataa t lon during . 
tho I960* a. Muqr of tho loadora of tho looming diaahlUUoa M^waot 
tani^ that loamlBg f alluroa aro doo to tho rotardad or dofootiTO 
doToIoFMnt of apooifle Mnta ablliUoo. Train thoao ifallitloa ani tho 
ohild will bo ablo to loam. TTIIfff;! Ttrt Tf rilTilt^**'"^**^^" 
^ 74^^tff (XTPA) haa 12. aubUata and la tho InatrMant Mat ofton vood 
to Idantify apooifio ablllUoa roUtod to roadlng. Hewvor, a roviow 
of Mro than 200 roforoMoa on tho IlPA bj John B* CanoU in tho 
3o¥onth MOnUl HaaanTManta Toarbook ladioatoa thatt thoro aro only 
thrM Min f aotora in tho IlPi* nMKLy oxproaaiTo voo^bulaiy, roooptivo 
vooabolaryt and roto Mooryi tho toat la biaaod in fafor of aiddlo olaaa 
(AUdrant It haa a qtaito hi^ oerralatimi idth XQt and thoro ia no 
pattom of hi|^ or lov aooroa ' that la oharaotoriatie of ohildran iLth 
roading diaabilitioa. It wold aooa'that a piograM of training apoo&fio 
atailitioa baaod on tho ITPA roata on fairly dialqr grocnd. rnrthoiMro, 
thoro la Tory littlo oridonoo aa to tho dtigroo to «taioh dofLoiOBt 
abilitioa in obildron oan bo laproTad by apooial training* 

Tho praotioal laplioationa for tho roadlng apooialiat and tho dlaaa- 
rooai toaehor trying to givo IndlTidttal h^p to a poor roador aro that tho 
Uidtod tlM aTailiU.o oan bo apant Mro profitably in diroot toaoh5ng 
of ttoodod roadlng akilla than in attonpting to bnlld up aappoaodly 
dofiolMkt abilitioa. Tho ralm of apooial abUltioa training in a aalf. 
oohtainod olaaa for loaming diaabilitioa ia unoortain. 

^irii.> A«th>»ltatiiro SiaiMrlaa of Boaoarch Aoooaaiblo 

It la a Mjor aorfioo to tho laproTonant of roadlng laatmotloa 
nhon an aocport on roaoaroh nakoa an intanaivo, oritioal and oTal\.atiTo 
atudjr of tho work dono on a alffaifleant prdblw and uritoa a orltiqtio 
«hioh analysoa tho roaolta of tho Tarioua atwHoa* intogratoa thoa, and 
arriToa at ooMlntlwia and roooaModationa. Sororal aaoh roriowthaTO 
boon oitod aboTo. But all too oftan thay do not rooeh tho ayaa of 
tho praotitiMior. 

Ovor a porlod of Magr yoara Tho ftnadlng Toaehor had a apooial f oatoro in 
nhidt rooaat roooardi on a apooLfle topie una aoeelnMly r of i owad in —A 
iaaoo. Agatha TOwoand atartod thia in tho 1950*at 8«nal Waintraob 
oarriod it on daring tho 196o*a| and J. Vaalay Sahaayar aaporviaod it 
in 1970 and 1971* Tbo laat audi foaturo naa in tho Kay 1971 iaaoo. 
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This fMture brought th« results of rooont rosoaroh to tho sttsntlon of 
tho asjorlty of IRA ■•rioors and nothing as satisfaotory for that purpose has yst 
taksa its plaoo. Rostorlng vhls foaturo, perhaps In an laproTod fon, 
would se«i highly desirable. The annotated bibliognphies iridoh IRA 
publishes f roM tlae to tlae are also helpfult but probably do not reaoh 
enough people. The rerievs of researeh in speoifio fields prepared by 
special OQMdttees of the National Conferenoe on Resetfoh in English are 
also Tsluable but do not reaoh a wide enough audienoe. The s«m .is true 
of the Hfolmes on reading published OTery few years by the Natianal Society 
for the Study of Edaoation. 

Muoh Bore ought to be done, and oan be done, to bring distillations of the 
results of researoh in readable foxm to the attention of the reading 
praotitioner. 

Federal support has been giTsn to som ef fprts to seleet reading 
progrms that are wrthy to be emlated and to make infomatlon about 
th«i aTailable. A few years ago, the iaerioan Institutes for Researoh 
was funded to identify exMplaxy r«Mdial reading pregmis and to make 
desoriptions of these pregras arailable. These despriptlens were entered 
into the SRIC systm in 1971 with the idantifioation miribers ID 053 881 to 
ED 053 890. A reoent fom letter froa the Right to Read Pvograa of the U.S. 
Off ioe of BdueaUon states that 25 "Validated, Effeotl^ Reading Progr«M" 
have been selected and that desoriptions of these pregrMs will be aTailable 
in a "Prcidsing Praotioes Catalogs" This catalog was to be aTailable in 
Fsbruary, 1975t >»t as of this writing has not yet appeared. Those wanting 
detailed inf omation about one of the prograas will be able to order an 
InfomaUon package containing a fllastrip, a tape cassette, and tw Manuals. 
The criteria used in selecting these prograas hare not yet been aaneunoed 
and should be crudal in helping one to dedde idiether or not the selected 
prograas are really exaqdary.. 

AooordLng to Or. John T. Outhzle, DLreotor of Research for I.R.A., 
I.R.A. is taking part in a aajor effort to deteiaine idiat aakes a oaapsa^ 
satory prograa in reading superior or inferior. The Idneitlenal Testing 
Serrlce has a grant of $2,500,000 to collect data on 700 schoola, seleoted 
to be r^resentaUTO of schools with oaapensatoxy edaoation pregrms. Tw> 
hundred or these schools hsTo supplied test daU as w^ as questionnaire 
data. Thirty of the 200 schools were seleeted as representing the fall 
range of achioTaMnt, froa highest to lowest. Those 30 schools are being 
intenslTely studied, using interriews and elassrooa obserratiens aa well 
as the test and questionnaire data. The resalts should shew which kinds 
of ooapensatory prograss produce superior or inferior restdts, and the 
conditlAns neeesfsry for superior resalts. 

The Bducatioaal Testing Service's report will go to the U.S. Office 
of Sdocatlon and aay not be aade pablio. Bowerer, the daU are also 
being released to I.R.A. for use by a special oawittee ohaired by Dr. 
WlHiw BUer. Or. Hu^s will proTide statistieal aaalyaes as requeated 
by the cflMittee. The caadttee will aake Its own analysis and interpre- 
tation of the results and will foxaulate a report i«ileh will be pnbUshed 
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by I«R«A» Tbiif larg»«so«l«9 oar^fuUy plaimsdf and mil ftncM projaot 
should bo north noro than a oooro of «<ll«8e«lo studLoo in holplng to 
idontury prootlooo that roally voric voU In sdiool aottlnga. Wo nood soro 
auoh ati>dloa» 
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